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SUBJECT: NATIONAL FORCE PLANS 1976-1980 

REF: STATE 276943 DTG 220054Z NOV 75 

PURSUANT TO REFTEL, US REP (BADER) ASKED ASYG HUMPHREYS ON 
NOVEMBER 25 HOW HE PLANS TO HANDLE THE "FORCE PLANS 1976-1980" ITEM 
ON THE DPC MINISTERIAL AGENDA, AND SPECIFICALLY WHETHER HE PLANS ON 
BRIEFING THE DPC PERMREPS BEFOREHAND. HUMPHREYS SAID THE FORCE PLANS 
REVIEW SYSTEM WAS IN SUCH A STATE OF DISARRAY THAT HE WAS UNCERTAIN 
AS TO WHAT HE COULD MEANINGFULLY PUT BEFORE MINISTERS IN DECEMBER. 
THE LACK OF A US REPLY TO THE DPC LEFT A TREMENDOUS SUBSTANTIVE 
VACUUM, NOT TO MENTION THE TURKISH FAILURE TO RESPOND, AS WELL AS 
THE LINGERING AMBIGUITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE REPLIES FROM ITALY, 

THE NETHERLANDS AND THE UK. POSSIBLY, HE ADDED, HE WOULD PULL 
TOGETHER AN INTERIM REPORT AND POINT TO THE SPRING FOR A FINAL 
WRAP-UP. IN ANY EVENT, GIVEN THE SUBSTANTIVE CONFUSION, HE COULD 
NOT ENVISION A PERMREP BRIEFING. 

BRUCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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